THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN               165
information as to the results of the action at Quatre Bras and
the direction of the Prussian retreat. On receipt of this he
despatched Grouchy with two corps and a strong force of
cavalry to follow up and contain Blucher, while he himself
moved against Wellington. The latter, however, had already
effected, unmolested, the retirement of the greater part of his
force, leaving behind only a rearguard which successfully kept
the pursuit at a distance, and by nightfall had concentrated for
battle at Waterloo in a position which he had himself previously
selected and reconnoitred. Meanwhile Grouchy, trailing in
Bliicher's wake, got no farther than Gernbloux, while the latter
had collected his force at Wavre and notified Wellington that he
would march to his support next day with his whole army.
Early dawn on the i8th revealed to Napoleon the Anglo-
Netherlands army standing to fight on a gently sloping ridge
south of Mont St. Jean, with forward detachments in the farms
of Hougoumont in front of its right and La Haye Sainte in
front of its centre. The necessity of closing up his army,
which had been much strung out by the previous day's pursuit,
and of waiting till the ground, sodden by hours of incessant
rain on the previous day, had dried sufficiently to allow of
movement of cavalry and guns, caused Napoleon to delay the
opening of the attack till 11.35 A.M. The French left was held
up and remained involved all day in a fierce struggle for the
possession of Hougoumont, and a massed attack on the hostile
right centre, clumsily executed, was beaten off by a brilliant
counter-stroke of the British cavalry. The French cavalry
were now put in and executed a series of desperate but
useless attacks on the Allied left centre, and while they were
so engaged the leading corps of the Prussian: army, after
much delay from bad staff work, accidents and bad roads,
deployed against Napoleon's right, which had to be thrown back
to meet it. While the struggle here, increasing in intensity,
gradually absorbed more and more French troops, the attack on
Wellington raged with unabated fury, and for a time after the
loss of La Haye Sainte the Allied centre was in grave danger
of collapse. But the critical moment passed ; a last attack
by the veterans of Napoleon's Guard was repulsed; a fresh
Prussian corps assailed and broke in the angle between the
French right and centre, while Wellington ordered his whole
line forward to the counter-stroke; and the French army
wavered and dissolved into a panic-stricken mob of broken
fugitives. The Prussians pressed the pursuit with furious
energy, hounding their routed foes to well beyond the Sambre,
and only halting on the banks of that river. The victory was
complete and Napoleon's army had ceased to exist. Only